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DACOH poanncs B AHrose cpasy nocsie obpeTeHnst CTpaHoM
He3aBUCUMOCTU. OH Oblf1 O4EeHb BbICOKMM Manb4YyMKoM. M3-
3a CBOEro pocTta OH Bblgensncs. Jliogm, Kotopble aBanu
LEeTsIM OpYyXue, YTOObl OHN CpaXKaIMCb B KayecTBe CONAaT B
rPakaaHCKOW BOWHE, XOTeNIN TaKMX MasibUMKOB, KaK OH.

Edson was born in Angola, just after the country became
independent. He was a very tall boy. Because of his height
he stood out. The people who were giving weapons to
children to fight as soldiers in the civil war wanted boys like
him.



Ero matb 60s1acb, 4TO ero 3abepyT, NO3TOMY peLunna
OTNPaBUTb ero XuTb B lNopTyranuto K Téte. OHa gymana,
4YTO TaM OH byaeT B 6e30MacHOCTMW.

His mother was afraid they would take him, so she decided
to send him to live in Portugal with an aunt. She thought he
would be safe there.



[MoHayany 66110 04eHb TPYAHO, TaK Kak DACOH CKy4an no
Tennon norofe, TPAAMLMOHHON efe 1, Npexae Bcero, no
06bATUAM 1 NoLeNnyssM MaTepu.

It was very difficult to begin with, as Edson missed the
warm weather, the traditional food and, most of all, his
mother’s hugs and kisses.



OH N10X0 rOBOPWA MO-NOPTYranbCKn. EMy 6bIs10 04eHb
TPYAHO CNeanTb 3a YPOKaMU 1 pasroBopamu
OfHOKNAcCHMKOB. OH 3aayMbIBascs, xopoLuasi N1 3T1o bbina
BCe-TaKu naes npuexatb B MopTyranuto.

He did not speak Portuguese well and found it very hard to
follow his classes and the conversations of his classmates.
He wondered if it was a good idea to come to Portugal
after all.



OgHaXkabl y4mTenb 3aMeTus, Kak XOpPOLLO OH UIPaeT B
6acketbon. OH NnpucoegnHMNcsa K 6acketbonbHOM KOMaHAe,
£o6uncsa 6onbLLINX yCNexoB, cTaa NONyAsPHbIM B LLKOSE U
3aBen gpyseint. Ewe, oH ctan 6onee yBepeHHbIM B cebe.

One day a teacher noticed how good he was at basketball.
He joined a basketball team and was very successful. He
became popular at school and made friends. He also
became more confident.



Tenepb, 6yay4ymn B3poC/ibiM, D0COH oby4aeT geTei-
b6eXxxeHLeB 1 ApYyrux ngen, KoTopbiM rpo3nT UCKIIOYEeHnE
n3 obuiecTBa. PaHbLUe, 13-3a ero pocTa, eMy rpo3mnna
OMacHOCTb cTaTb pebeHKoM-congaTom. Tenepb, ero pocT
OAeT eMy CU/bl MOMOraTh APYrnM YyBCTBOBaTb Ccebsl B
6e30nacHoOCTU.

Now that he is an adult, Edson trains refugee children and
others at risk of being excluded from society. Once, his
height put him in danger of becoming a child soldier. Now,
his height gives him strength to help others feel safe.
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