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EncoH Hapoaueca B AHroni ogpasy nicng Toro, 9K KpaiHa
CTana He3asexXHoto. BiH 6yB oy)Ke BUCOKNM XJTONYUKOM.
CBOiM poCTOM BiH BUAINaBcs. Jliogu, ki po3gasanm 36poto
AiTaM, Wo6 Ti BoloBanu nig 4ac rpoMaasaHCbKOI BiiHU, XOTinn
TaKUX X10MYUKIB, K BiH.

Edson was born in Angola, just after the country became
independent. He was a very tall boy. Because of his height
he stood out. The people who were giving weapons to

[ children to fight as soldiers in the civil war wanted boys like
him.
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Moro maTu 60sinacs, Wo BOHW Noro 3abepyTb, TOMY
BUpiWmMNa BignpaBnTn EQCOHa XXNUTW OO TiTKM B [NopTyranito.
BoHa gymana, wo tam BiH byae B 6e3nedi.

His mother was afraid they would take him, so she decided
to send him to live in Portugal with an aunt. She thought he

would be safe there.



CnoyaTtky EacoHy 6yno gy»e Baxkko. BiH cymyBaB 3a Tensow
Norogoto, TpaauLinHo keto, a HanbinbLue 3a obitmMamun Ta
NouifTlyHKaMn CBOEI MaMMU.

It was very difficult to begin with, as Edson missed the warm
weather, the traditional food and, most of all, his mother’s
hugs and kisses.




BiH noraHo po3mMoBASB NOPTYranbCbKOo, i NOMY ByNno gyxe
Ba>KO HaBYaTUCA | PO3MOB/ATU 3 OAHOKIaCHNKaMu. BiH
HaBiTb MOYaB CyMHiBaTUCS, Y BapTO Byno ixatm o
MopTyranii.

He did not speak Portuguese well and found it very hard to
follow his classes and the conversations of his classmates.
He wondered if it was a good idea to come to Portugal after
all.




SIKOCb BUUTENb NOMITUB, 9K A06pe EAcoH rpae B 6acketborn.
Moro B3anu a0 6ackeT60sbHOI KOMaHAW, Oe BiH 6ncKy4e
cebe nposBMB. BiH cTaB NONyNSApHUM Yy LLKOSI Ta 3HANLLOB
Apy3iB. BiH Takox cTaB bisibLL BNeBHEHUM.

One day a teacher noticed how good he was at basketball.
He joined a basketball team and was very successful. He
became popular at school and made friends. He also
became more confident.



Tenep, cTaBWK Jopocnnm, EQCOH TpeHye aiten-6ixkeHLUiB Ta
IHLLINX, KOMY 3arpoXkye i3on4uia y cycninbcTBi. Konnck yepes
CBil 3pICT BiH Mir CTaT ONTUHOK-CcoNngaTtoMm. Tenep noro
3PiCT Ja€e NOMy CUNM gonomMaraTti iHLWKMM MoYyBaTUCA B
oe3sneu,.

Now that he is an adult, Edson trains refugee children and
others at risk of being excluded from society. Once, his
height put him in danger of becoming a child soldier. Now,
his height gives him strength to help others feel safe.
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