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Edson s-a nascut in Angola, chiar dupa ce tara a devenit
independenta. El era un badiat foarte inalt. Datorita Tnaltimii
sale s-a facut remarcat. Oamenii care dadeau arme copiilor
pentru a lupta ca soldati in razboiul civil isi doreau baieti ca
el.

Edson was born in Angola, just after the country became
independent. He was a very tall boy. Because of his height
he stood out. The people who were giving weapons to

[ children to fight as soldiers in the civil war wanted boys like
him.
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Mamei sale i-a fost frica ca il vor lua, asa ca a decis sa-l
trimita sa locuiasca in Portugalia cu o matusa. Ea credea ca
acolo va fiin siguranta.

His mother was afraid they would take him, so she decided
to send him to live in Portugal with an aunt. She thought he

would be safe there.



La inceput a fost foarte greu, deoarece lui Edsonii era dor de
vremea calda, de mancarea traditionala si, mai ales, de
imbratisarile si pupicii mamei sale.

It was very difficult to begin with, as Edson missed the warm
weather, the traditional food and, most of all, his mother’s
hugs and kisses.




Nu vorbea bine portugheza siii era foarte greu sa
urmareasca cursurile si conversatiile colegilor de clasa. Se
intreba daca pana la urma a fost o idee buna sa vina in
Portugalia.

He did not speak Portuguese well and found it very hard to
follow his classes and the conversations of his classmates.
He wondered if it was a good idea to come to Portugal after
all.




Intr-o zi, un profesor a observat cat de bun era la baschet. S-
a alaturat unei echipe de baschet si a avut mare succes. A
devenit popular la scoala si si-a facut prieteni. De asemenea,
a devenit mai increzator.

One day a teacher noticed how good he was at basketball.
He joined a basketball team and was very successful. He
became popular at school and made friends. He also
became more confident.




Acum ca este adult, Edson antreneaza copii refugiati si pe
altii care risca sa fie exclusi din societate. Odata, inaltimea lui
l-a pus in pericol sa devina copil soldat. Acum, Tnaltimea lui i
da putere sa i ajute pe altii sa se simta in siguranta.

Now that he is an adult, Edson trains refugee children and
others at risk of being excluded from society. Once, his
height put him in danger of becoming a child soldier. Now,
his height gives him strength to help others feel safe.
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