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Edson ee dhiéth pan c¢ol Angola, ka pan Angola wic bé tékbei.
Eye dhon baar apei. Wetden begr yen go gud a nic. Koc ke ye
dhen gam miith bik latho5r ke ye jeec tonbai yic ake ye wic
dhaak cit Edson.

Edson was born in Angola, just after the country became
independent. He was a very tall boy. Because of his height
he stood out. The people who were giving weapons to
children to fight as soldiers in the civil war wanted boys like
him.
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Maan e ye riddc Ionadé ka bik nyai, go col ala réér pan

eteen.

His mother was afraid they would take him, so she decided
to send him to live in Portugal with an aunt. She thought he

would be safe there.



Golde tuen ee rilic tan Edson ee rilic wetden cii yen atudj
piny, cam bai panden, ku paadic kek ciémthok maan tak.

It was very difficult to begin with, as Edson missed the warm
weather, the traditional food and, most of all, his mother’s
hugs and kisses.




Ee kuc thon portugal apath. Ee rilic tade bé kaken piéoc
deetiic ku jam kek koc ye kek piodc tok. E ye gai Ionadé
bende Portugal picth.

He did not speak Portuguese well and found it very hard to
follow his classes and the conversations of his classmates.
He wondered if it was a good idea to come to Portugal after
all.



Akal tok go wuthadh den piddc tin kaye niec thuééc kura e
gac. Go Edson rot mat akuut thuééc kura e gac ku njiic
latuen. Go gud niic thukulic ku yok pamaath. Ku yen aya go
ye puou cii e ben daak.

One day a teacher noticed how good he was at basketball.
He joined a basketball team and was very successful. He
became popular at school and made friends. He also
became more confident.



Emen ci yen ya raan cé dit, Edson e miith koc cii ton ke cop
piddc. Jn theer, begrde e wic bé ye tadu jeecic. Emen, begrde
e yen gam riel bé koc kok ya kuony.

Now that he is an adult, Edson trains refugee children and
others at risk of being excluded from society. Once, his
height put him in danger of becoming a child soldier. Now,
his height gives him strength to help others feel safe.
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