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ببسب زيّمتو   �
.ةي�غ ً�
يوط  ىًتف  ن�ك  .هت�ود  ل�
قتسا  دعب  �م�مت  �&وغنا ، يف  نوسديإ  د�و 
.ه
ثم ن�يتفب  نوبغري  مهنودنجيو  ل�فط1&ا  نوح2
سي  نم  ن�ك  .ه�وط 

• • •

Edson was born in Angola, just after the country became
independent. He was a very tall boy. Because of his height
he stood out. The people who were giving weapons to
children to fight as soldiers in the civil war wanted boys like
him.
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تأر ل�غترب�ا ، يف  هتمع  ى�إ  ه
سرت  نأ  تررق  اذ�  هدينجت ، متي  نأ  نم  ف�خت  همأ  تن�ك 
.ك�نه نٍ�م1ب  نوكيس  هنأ 

• • •

His mother was afraid they would take him, so she decided
to send him to live in Portugal with an aunt. She thought he
would be safe there.
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، يدي
قت�ا م�عط�او  ئفاد�ا ،  �
سقط نوسديإ  ق�تشإ  .ةيادب�ا  يف  اًدج  ً�بعص  رم1&ا  ن�ك 
.�هت�
بقو هما  ن�ضحأ  ى�إ  اذه ، لك  نم  مه1&او 

• • •

It was very difficult to begin with, as Edson missed the warm
weather, the traditional food and, most of all, his mother’s
hugs and kisses.
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هسفن ل1سي  ن�ك  .فص�ا  يف  هئ�
مزب  قح
ي  نأ  هي
ع  ً�بعص  ن�كو  اًديج  ةي��غترب�ا  ثدحتي  م� 
ً.�بئ�ص اًرارق  ل�غترب�ا  ى�إ  همودق  ن�ك  نإ 

• • •

He did not speak Portuguese well and found it very hard to
follow his classes and the conversations of his classmates.
He wondered if it was a good idea to come to Portugal after
all.
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ى�إ بستنا  دقف  .ة
س�ا  ةرك  ةبع�  يف  هتر�هم  ىدم  نيم
عم�ا  دحا  ظح�&  م�ي1&ا  ىدحا  يفو 
تدادزاو هء�قدصأ ، نيبو  ةسردم�ا  يف  اًروهشم  حبصا  .اًدج  اًره�م  ن�كو  ة
س�ا  ةرك  قيرف 

.هسفنب هتقث 

• • •

One day a teacher noticed how good he was at basketball.
He joined a basketball team and was very successful. He
became popular at school and made friends. He also
became more confident.
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مهجمد ة�و�حمو  مهمي
عتب  نيئج�
�ا  ل�فط1&ا  نوسدإ  دع�سي  اًريبك ، حبصأ  نا  دعب  ن[&او 
ةوق�ا ةطقن  وه  ن[&ا  ه�وط  ت�ب  دينجت�ا ، رطخ  يف  ه�وط  هعضو  نأ  دعب  .عمتجم�ا  يف 

.ن�م1&�ب روعش�ا  ى
ع  نيرخ[&ا  �ه��
خ  نم  دع�سي  يت�ا 

• • •

Now that he is an adult, Edson trains refugee children and
others at risk of being excluded from society. Once, his
height put him in danger of becoming a child soldier. Now,
his height gives him strength to help others feel safe.
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